Holy Communion
2nd Sunday before Advent
15th November 2020

The United Benefice of
St John’s Golcar and St Mark’s, Longwood

Welcome to our service

The service begins with the Introit

Hymn

sung by St Martin’s Voices
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Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Alleluia, alleluia,
praise the everlasting King.
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Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia,
glorious in his faithfulness.
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Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:
Alleluia, alleluia,
widely as his mercy flows.
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Angels, help us to adore him,
ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space:
Alleluia, alleluia,
praise with us the God of grace.
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)

2

The Gathering
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.
The president greets the people with the words:

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Words of welcome

All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Confession
Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world;
its pride, its selfishness, its greed;
its evil distortions and hatreds.
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Let us confess our share in what is wrong,
and our failure to seek and establish that peace
which God wills for all his children.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.

God our Father forgive you your sins,
and bring you to the fellowship of his table
with his saints for ever.
All Amen.
We sing the Gloria:

All Glory to God, Glory to God
Glory to God in the highest
Glory to God in the highest
And peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father
We worship you, we give you thanks
We praise you for your glory
Glory to God, Glory to God
Glory to God in the highest
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Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father
Lord God, lamb of God
You take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us
You are seated at the right hand of the father,
Receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God
Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord
You alone are the most high Jesus Christ
With the Holy Spirit
In the glory of the God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God, in the highest.

The Collect ,
Let us pray
After a period of silence the Collect is said:

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All Amen.
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The Bible Readings
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you
do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night
or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we
may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up
each other, as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Please stand for The Gospel

Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
All Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord.
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‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same
way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have
made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow,
and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from
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those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As
for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matthew 25.14-30

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon

The Creed
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

All Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
cf Philippians 2.6-11
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The Prayers of Intercession
These responses may be used:

Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer.
And at the end:

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Offertory Hymn
recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their
homes, and edited together.

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here;
come bow before Him now with reverence and fear.
in Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground;
be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
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He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him;
be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.
David J Evans (born 1957) © 1986 Thankyou Music/Adm. by worshiptogether.com songs excl UK &
Europe, adm. by kingswaysongs.com. www.kingswaysongs.com.

The president takes the bread and wine and says

To you we come, Father of lights,
with angels and saints,
where heaven and earth unite.
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread.
All Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should always sing of your glory,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For you are the hope of the nations,
the builder of the city that is to come.
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Your love made visible in Jesus Christ
brings home the lost,
restores the sinner
and gives dignity to the despised.
In his face your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom
a divided and broken humanity.
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name,
for ever praising you and singing:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
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We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Christ is the bread of life:
All When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.
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Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin, St John, St Mark and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
All Amen.

Let us pray for the coming of the kingdom
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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The president breaks the consecrated bread saying:

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
The president holds up the broken bread and wine and says:

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The Body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.
All Amen.
The president receives Holy Communion on behalf of all the people at home.
Those at home might wish to hold out their hands and say:

Lord Jesus Christ
You endlessly give yourself to us.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
Help us to receive your eternal life
That we might live
Surrounded by the angels and saints
To the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
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Communion Hymn, Angus Dei, Sung by St Martin’s Voices
Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

15

After Communion please stand when the priest says,

Let us pray
After a period of silence

Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
All Amen.

All Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Notices
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The Blessing
The Peace of God, which passes all understanding
Keep your hearts and minds in the love of God
And of Jesus Christ, his son, our lord,
And blessing of God
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.
The Dismissal
go in the peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.
The Final Hymn
recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their
homes, and edited together.

1 I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth,
at Bethlehem I had my birth.
Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.
2 I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me.
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John they came with me and the dance went on.
Chorus
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3 I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;
the holy people said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,
and left me there on a cross to die.
Chorus
4 I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black it's hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I'd gone,
but I am the dance, and I still go on.
Chorus
5 They cut me down and I leapt up high;
I am the life that'll never, never die;
I'll live in you if you'll live in me I am the Lord of the dance, said he.
Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.
Sydney Carter (1915-2004) © 1963 Stainer & Bell Ltd

St Mark’s APCM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81030067033
Meeting ID: 810 3006 7033
St John’s, Why not join us for Zoom Coffee after the service?
https://zoom.us/j/9303416611?pwd=MHVCclUrbTA1eXZUWEJIZDMrS0xMUT
09
Meeting ID: 930 341 6611
Passcode: 1tpTcB
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